A.D.  1874,  28th  July.  N°  2634. 


Vaginal  Speculum. 


( This  Invention  received  Provisional  Protection  only!) 

PROVISIONAL  SPECIFICATION  left  by  Ernest  Diedrich  Pape  at  the 
Office  of  the  Commissioners  of  Patents,  with  his  Petition,  on  the 
28th  July  1874 

I,  Ernest  Diedrich  Pape,  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of 
5  America,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  do  hereby  declare  the  nature  of  the 
said  Invention  for  “  An  Improved  Vaginal  Speculum,”  to  be  as  follows  : — 

My  improved  speculum  has  the  form  of  a  duck  bill,  the  upper  part 
or  blade  of  the  bill  projecting  over  the  under.  The  point  of  the  upper 
blade  forms  the  reflector,  but  the  remainder  of  the  blade,  starting,  say 
10  about  an  inch  from  the  tip,  is  open  to  facilitate  medicinal  applications,  the 
lower  blade  being  solid  in  its  entire  length.  The  back  part  of  the  upper 
blade  is  bent  at  right  angles  and  attached  to  a  horizontal  bar  or  plate, 
forming  handle,  at  the  other  end  of  which  is  hinged  the  tail  of  the  lower 
blade,  and  this  horizontal  bar  or  plate  is  traversed  by  a  curved  screw, 
15  one  end  of  which  passes  into  the  tail  of  the  lower  blade,  or  half  of  the 
duck  bill,  the  other  end  being  furnished  with  a  nut  by  which  the 
opening  of  the  instrument  may  be  regulated  and  maintained. 
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The  instrument  being  introduced  into  the  vagina,  the  upper  blade 
being  open  two-thirds  of  its  entire  length  facilitates  medicinal  application 
and  surgical  operations,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  upper  blade  being 
closed,  acting  as  a  reflector,  and  at  the  same  time  confining  the  upper 
portion  of  the  vagina  in  a  non-obstructive  position.  5 

A  simple  pressure  of  the  hand  spreads  the  instrument  and  expands 
the  vagina  to  any  desirable  extent,  and  it  is  held  in  position  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  operator  by  the  adjustment  of  the  curved  screw  attached 

to  the  handle. 
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